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Electrifying Irish Traditional Group Performs 
at The Cleveland Museum of Art on August 1 


“Solas is the best Irish Traditional Band in the World.’”’- Boston Herald 


CLEVELAND (July 11, 2003) — Acclaimed Irish musical ensemble, Solas, will perform at the Cleveland 
Museum of Art’s (CMA) Gartner Auditorium on Friday, August 1, at 7:30 p.m. This concert is part of the 
museum’s popular Carnevale World Music and Dance Series. 

Admission for the performance is $22 and $19; $19 and $17 for CMA members. Tickets are available by 
calling 216-421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





In seven short years, Solas (meaning “light” in Gaelic) has made a major impact in both America and 
abroad as one of the finest and most progressive Irish bands in the world. Founded in 1996, the group has enjoyed 
critical praise including the honor of Best Celtic Album in 1997, '98, and '99 respectively. The band also continued 
their success by playing progressively larger venues and solidifying their reputation as standard bearers of Celtic 
music. 

All five members are brilliant players. Band leader Seamus Egan on flute, banjo, guitar, and pipes is a 
veritable phenomenon whose own solo albums are widely praised as is his work on the soundtrack for "Dead Man 
Walking." Lead vocalist Deirdre Scanlan has a unique vocal sound which is showcased on Solas’ work; Winifred 
Horan on fiddle, John Williams on accordion, and John Doyle on guitar are champion instrumentalists who give 
Solas an unmatched fire and energy. 

Brainchild of Egan, an Irish-American musician who has been active in the Irish music scene for nearly 20 
years, Solas reflects his broad musical influences. Having already created some of the greatest recordings of Irish 
music ever; in the recent years the ensemble has expanded its musical possibilities of the tradition they have 
mastered. 

The New York based quintet’s latest album, The Edge of Silence, features Celtic interpretations of popular 
songs by contemporary recording artists. Original selections by Bob Dylan, Tom Waits, Nick Drake, and Jesse 
Young have been given a Celtic tinge that demonstrates Solas deep connection to their original Irish influences. 
This has resulted in an eclectic compilation of jazzy floor-stompers, power-pop experiments, and ethereal ballads 


that make the most of lead vocalist Scanlan's exquisite voice. 


(more) 


CMA/Irish Traditional Group Performs — Page 2 


The next concert in the Carnevale series will be the Cleveland debut of The Blind Boys of Alabama on 
August 22, at 7:30 p.m., in CMA’s Gartner Auditorium. Winners of two Grammy Awards, The Blind Boys are 
known for their exultant, energetic, and impassioned live shows, which they have performed to millions of 
audiences worldwide. Tickets are available for $28 and $25, CMA members $26 and $23 by calling 
(216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





Promotional support for the Carnevale series is provided by 107.3 FM, the Wave. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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